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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 2280 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 

TAGS: PINS, PFOR, SHUM, IO, AS, EAID, PT, PO 
SUB J : TIMOR 

REF: (A) STATE 055674 (NOTAL), (B) THE HAGUE 1241, (C) CANBERRA 1912 

1 . LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR 
EUROPEAN MIGRATION (ICEM) CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF MAR 21 THAT 
AUSTRALIANS DUNN AND BRADY WERE IN PORTUGAL SOME WEEKS AGO 
MEETING WITH TIMORESE REFUGEES. VISITS OF DUNN AND BRADY OVER- 
LAPPED ALTHOUGH TWO MEN WERE APPARENTLY ON SEPARATE OFFICIAL 
MISSIONS AND WORKED INDEPENDENTLY. AMCIT ON ICEM STAFF 
STATED DUNN SEEMED TO TAKE OBJECTIVE, BUSINESSLIKE APPROACH 

TO DOCUMENTATION EFFORTS. NO REPORTS ON BRADY. 

2. ICEM STAFF IS IN DAILY CONTACT WITH NUMEROUS TIMORESE 
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REFUGEES WHOM IT IS ASSISTING FOR ONWARD MIGRATION. VARIOUS 
STAFF MEMBERS CONFIRMED THAT TIMORESE WHO DEPARTED TIMOR 
AFTER INDONESIA OCCUPATION TELL OF WIDESPREAD KILLINGS BY 
INDONESIAN ARMY AFTER IT BECAME APPARENT OCCUPATION WOULD 
NOT BE WILLINGLY ACCEPTED BY POPULATION. ICEM HAS NOT 
ATTEMPTED TO DOCUMENT REPORTS AS THIS EXTRANEOUS TO ITS FUNCTION, 
BUT STAFF CONVINCED THAT THERE IS SUBSTANCE TO REPORTS OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ATROCITIES. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY NOTES THAT KILLINGS IN TIMOR HAVE RECEIVED 
LITTLE MEDIA ATTENTION IN PORTUGAL. POSSIBLE REASONS FOR 
APPARENT TACIT CONSENSUS TO IGNORE SITUATION ARE: 

- TIMORESE ARE LAST IN LONG PROCESSION OF REFUGEES FROM 
VARIOUS TERRITORIES OF FORMER PORTUGUESE EMPIRE. MANY ARE 
UNEDUCATED, SPEAK LITTLE PORTUGUESE, AND HAVE FEW FAMILY 
TIES HERE; 

- TIMORESE DO NOT PROVIDE EXPLOITABLE POLITICAL FORCE AS DO 
ANGOLAN REFUGEES; 

- PORTUGUESE SOCIETY IS SATURATED WITH REFUGEES AND 
FATE OF TIMORESE STILL IN TIMOR IS ONE MORE UNWANTED 
PROBLEM WHICH PORTUGUESE CANNOT RESOLVE AND WULD RATHER 
IGNORE. 

CARLUCCI 
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